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CONFIDENTIAL/FOUO

In 1999 I went to Ft. Bragg and was promoted to LTC.  In 2003, I came here with 1AD as 
the Deputy SJA.

In May 2004, I was involved with the NSDP that created MNSTCI.  They did not have a 
staff, and General Myers lent me out to LTG Petraeus' MNSTCI staff from June to 
November 2004. I then went to the war college.

2) How has your conception of the law changed since you first entered law 
school?
When I went to law school, I think like most people I went in thinking I was going to 
learn specific rules, like it was against the law to do this or that.  I thought it was going to 
be the technical details of the law, the hard substance.  Over time, I've learned the richer 
lesson is one of process and the impact of process on societies and institutions. Good 
process can turn emotional, biased, self-interested human endeavors to rational, logical 
paths.
16:41.
There are a three things from the COIN manual that have particular salience here, things 
worth identifying and isolating. 1) A government's respect for enduring, impersonal, and 
pre-existing laws gives it widespread societal support.  People want to exploit systems for 
personal gain, but when they realize a just government will protect them from others' 
depredations, they'll sign up for their second best, which is everybody's common security. 
2) Commanders transfer security responsibilities to law enforcements as quickly as 
feasible, not as quickly as possible.  Doing this transforms so-called insurgents into 
thuggish criminals, and makes the law responsible for pursuing them.  It delegitimizes 
insurgent acts.  I saw as soon as feasible because commanders have a responsibility to 
protect the population.  If you transfer security responsibilities too early, before law 
enforcement is ready, then the system will collapse, leaving the population without 
security.  If commanders retain security responsibilities too long, depriving the 
population of proper law enforcement when the security situation permits it, then you'll 
have tyranny.  
3) Finally, there are two paths to illegitimacy.  Illegitimacy is the use of power without 
authority.  It follows Weber's recognition that the state wields a monopoly over the use of 
force.  This comes into play in a) how we conduct ourselves and what we teach our 
soldiers, and b) ensuring that our actions are governed by law.  This is the anecdote to the 
talk of 'occupation.'  The law governs our presence in Iraq.  We are under UN writ.  We 
anchor everything to the law.  

3) What individuals, events, or institutions would you point to as having strongly 
influenced your career?
Institutions have had the greatest impact on me.  Certainly my four years at the Academy
were important.  My time at Oxford taught me that if you step into others' shoes honestly, 
willing to see things from their perspective, you will change.  Harvard Law gave me a 
greater appreciation for laqw in the US being empirical and based on common law.  All 
my Army assignments have been very influential to me.  General Petraeus has had a huge 
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